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With summer coming up, it’s a good time to start looking at ways to enjoy our outdoor 
surroundings.  There are a host of online resources out there to check out, with myriad activities 
fit for Patrols and for individual Scouts.  Let’s look at a few: 
 
Chief Seattle Council Website 
 
Our home Council maintains a website at www.seattlebsa.org.  The Council puts out information 
on local Scouting activities, camping opportunities, online training, and District information.  
Take a look at what’s happening in Scouting around the Greater Seattle area. 
 
MacScouter 
 
The MacScouter site is located at www.macscouter.com.  This site offers activity ideas, recipes 
and cooking tips, survival skill guides, and a wealth of useful material for Scouts and Scouters. 
 
The City of Auburn 
 
Auburn has a web presence at www.ci.auburn.wa.us.  This site publicizes City events, activities, 
and ways to be an active community member.  Note the announcement of the 4th of July Festival, 
which we will again help open this year. 
 
Troop 401 
 
Auburn Scout Troop 401 keeps a website at www.auburntroop401.com.  The website has 
recipes, historical information, newletter archives, and information on both Boy Scout Troop 401 
and Venture Crew 401.  The permission slip for our Blake Island May outing is now available on 
the website. 
 
Take a look around, there are infinite ways to make the most of Summer! 
 
Ape Caves 
 
On April 14-15th, Troop 401 Scouts traveled to the Mount St 
Helens area for our April outing.  The overnight was planned 
around a trip to Ape Caves, the extensive lava tubes formed in an 
ancient eruption of St Helens about 1900 years ago.  The longest 
lava tube in the Continental US, Ape Caves offers a really unique 
chance to do a challenging two mile hike- in the dark! 
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The Scouts who turned 
out for the Ape Caves 
outing got to enjoy this 
natural wonder by 
nothing more than the 
glow of headlamps and 
flashlights.  Much of the 
cave floor was level sand, 
but there was a pretty fair 
“watch your head” factor 
at work. 

 
 
 
 
Once outside, the Scouts were greeted with another surprise; 
snow still covered some of the shadier spots on the ground!  
There were the normal accoutrements of a car camping 
outing; Patrol boxes, camp stoves, and KP. 

 

 

 
As importantly, there were a number of lessons learned 
regarding meal planning, duty rosters, and camp procedures.  
With the large influx of new Scouts to the Troop, outings such as this are the perfect place for 
more experienced Scouts to pass on their accumulated Scout knowledge.  That opportunity to 
teach, and in doing so to learn, is what makes us a unit! 
 
Merit Badge Clinic 
 
Due to low registration, the April 21st Merit Badge clinic was cancelled.  This does not affect the 
third session of the clinic, scheduled for June 2nd.  Some of you have 90 day merit badge 
projects, which are not affected by the cancellation of this middle section.  Please keep an ear 
open for signups for the June clinic, or talk to Mr. Clark for more details. 
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Blake Island 
 
The May outing is an overnight on Blake Island.  Blake Island, now a State Park, is a 475 acre 
body of land north of Vashon Island, in the middle of Puget Sound.  The Park is only accessible 
by boat, and our sea voyage for this outing is being handled by Sea Scouts.  We need to leave the 
Church at 6:30 AM on May 19th, in order to catch the Sea Scout boat in Seattle.  This is the first 
time that Blake Island has been a Troop 401 destination, so we’re looking forward to a new 
experience!   
 
4th of July Festival 
 
For a number of years, now, Troop 401 has been a part of the City of Auburn’s 4th of July 
Festival at Les Gove Park.  As the Festival’s Color Guard, we will again carry the flags at the 
head of the Festival parade.  In another very popular activity, we will sell ice cream in the park to 
festival goers.  See you there! 
 
A big thanks to Mr. Gering for the great pictures from Ape Caves this month.  The May 
PLC will be held on 5/16/07.  The Troop Committee Meeting and Assistant Scoutmasters’ 
Meeting will be held on 5/17/07.  Please feel free to send any contributions that should be 
shared in the newsletter to ronishi@msn.com, and thanks for doing your part to make 
Scouting such a great experience! 
 
 
Troop 401 Calendar for 2007  
 
May 2007 19-20 Blake Island 
June 2007 22-24 Family Campout at Chelan-CANCELLED due 

to changed school schedule 
July 2007 3 

 
TBD 
7-14 

Summer Court of Honor 
 
Summer Camp at Piggott 
BC Yukon Pacific Jamboree ‘07 

August 2007 17-19 Cape Alava 
September 2007 22-23 Lena Lake 
October 2007 6-7 Planning Session (location to be determined) 
 


