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First, a note of apology; I’m a month late with this newsletter, as I didn’t get a publication out 
in early July as planned.  This edition will cover the past two months, and with the wealth of 
photos submitted by our corp of photographers, there’s a lot of material here.  Consequently, this 
newsletter will come to you in two parts so as not to overload your email.  Here’s what’s new! 
 
June Outing 
 
On June 23rd, a group of Troop 401 Scouts hiked the great outdoors, in a somewhat unusual 
setting, Downtown Seattle.  The outing started and ended with a bus ride, and sandwiched in 
between was a five-mile hike through some of Seattle’s more historic landmarks.  Unlike some 
previous urban outings, this one was blessed with temperate weather and a paucity of torrential 
rains.  Although I don’t have any photos to prove it, by all accounts this was a good outing; 
adventure is where you find it! 
 
July Court of Honor 

 
July started out with the Summer Court of 
Honor on July 3rd, a chance to recognize 
Scout achievements and advancements.  
Robert Peterson and Kevin Hargett 
presented Merit Badges, rank recognition, 
and service awards to Troop 401 Scouts, 
who were given the chance to share their 
achievements with supporting family and 
friends.   
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This Court of Honor saw over 15 
recognitions, including the achievement of 
Scout rank for a number of new Troop 401 
Scouts.  Two of the biggest achievements 
got only passing mention, because they are 
significant enough to get their own show: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Long years ago, Robert Peterson and Landon Gibson were Cub Scouts, coming up together in 
Lea Hill’s Pack 478.  Both have younger Scout siblings, both come from active, supporting 
Scouting families.  Both also reached a milestone this summer; they accomplished all the 
requirements to reach the rank of Eagle Scout.  The highest rank in American Scouting, this 
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achievement will be celebrated in a special Eagle Court of Honor this fall.  This will be a 
gathering that all of our Troop 401 families should plan to attend, a chance to honor the 
dedication of two Scouts to see their work in Scouting through.  A date will be set shortly, so 
stay tuned! 
 
Troop 401 leads a fabulous 4th! 
 
On the 4th of July, Troop 401 again opened Auburn’s Fourth of July festivities at Les Gove Park.  
A big crowd and a sunny day added up to record ice cream sales, and made the Troop one of the 
most popular groups in attendance.   A big round of applause is in order for Mr. Schutten and all 
of the Scouts who participated in this celebration of our Nation’s independence, our city’s sense 
of community, and our Troop’s dedication to service! 
 
My Summer Adventures, Part I 
 
I’ll finish the first installment of this newsletter 
with a bike story.  Although this is not a tale about 
a Scout event, it’s the kind of an adventure that 
Scouts can do.  In fact, Troop 401 has taken bikes 
on much of the route involved in this journey 
before. 
 
I’m a pretty avid cyclist, and I’m always looking 
for a good ride.  A couple of months ago, I talked 
my friend Keith into joining in on a 25 mile 
Cascade Bicycle Club ride up the Snoqualmie 
Valley.  Keith hadn’t actually been on a bike in a 
few years, although he had done some bike touring in his younger days.  You might never forget 
how to ride a bike, but you can forget how to ride a bike a long way… 
 
Although Keith struggled to finish that 25 mile ride, it inspired him to get back on the bike, and 
he started riding in to work a couple of times a week.  So, naturally, when four of us from work 
decided to head to Eastern Washington for a fishing weekend, Keith came up with a really 
ambitious idea.  He and I would ride our bikes over, and our friends could drive over and meet 
us.  I don’t think it really occurred to Keith that a ride from Maple Valley to Renton was very 
different from a ride across a good chunk of the State. 

 
Prior to planning our trip, we scouted out a 
few alternative routes.  The trip that we settled 
on was a two-day ride from North Bend to 
Vantage, taking us from the Cascade foothills 
to the Columbia River.  The first day’s ride 
would take us over the Cascades, following 
the Iron Horse Trail as far as Cle Elum. 
 
On a Wednesday morning, we unloaded our 
bikes at Rattlesnake Lake, on the East side of 
North Bend, and started up the Iron Horse 
Trail.  The Iron Horse Trail is a converted rail 
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bed, the old Milwaukee Road.  The rails once ran from Chicago to Seattle, and when the railroad 
ceased operations, the railbed was turned over to the State for use as a trail.  The section that we 
rode is basically a long uphill gravel road, climbing up to a peak at the Snoqualmie Railroad 
Tunnel at the summit of Snoqualmie Pass.   
 
The tunnel marked the midpoint of our first day’s journey.  A 2.3 mile journey under Snoqualmie 
Summit, the railroad tunnel is a long stretch of dark, lit only by your headlamp and the tiny point 
of light at the other end.  A chilly 52 degrees year round, the tunnel is like riding into another 
world, and then riding back out of it.  At the far end, a quick half-mile ride brought us out to the 
Hyak trailhead on the east side of the pass.  We’d pedaled over the Cascades, and it was only 
lunchtime! 
 
We continued eastbound on the trail, passing Lake Keechelus, and on to Lake Easton.  Troop 
401 had done bicycle outings as far as Lake Easton, the site of this winter’s snow outing.  By this 
time, Keith was bemoaning the fact that you really couldn’t coast on the gravel trail surface, even 
though we were on the downhill side of the day’s ride.  By the time that we reached Cle Elum, 
we were well ready for the end of the day stop. 
 
The next morning we resumed our ride, but on 
pavement.  The first leg was along the Yakima 
River on Highway 10, a beautiful stretch of 
farmlands and rolling hills.  The road took us 
to Ellensburg, and with a good night’s rest and 
the reduced rolling resistance of the asphalt 
surface, those miles just flowed by. 

After a late breakfast in Ellensburg, we got onto 
the Vantage Highway to finish the last 25 miles 
of the trip.  The road started to climb as we 
pushed east, to a high point at the 2600 foot mark 
as we reached the Wild Horse Wind Power 
Project, the wind farm visible from I-90.  After 
looking over the giant windmills on the ridges, 
we mounted up, and rode around a last corner. 

 
We found ourselves on a set of long, sweeping 
curves.  Over the next 10 miles, the road 
dropped some 2000 feet, taking us all the way 
to the Columbia.  The whole descent was one 
long coast, and not a leisurely one; most of the 
drop we were speeding down the hill at about 
25 mph!  At the bottom was the Gingko 
Petrified Forest, the Columbia, and our final 
destination, Vantage. 
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The final count was 108 miles over the course of two days; more importantly, it was thousands 
of pedal strokes across shaded trails, chilly tunnels, sunny roads, and some of the most beautiful 
areas of Washington State.  A bicycle is a great platform from which to experience your 
surroundings, and with a little conditioning, any of us can do a ride like this one. 
 
September Schedule Revision 
 
September’s planned outing was a trip to Lena Lakes, a backpacking trip on the Olympic 
Peninsula.  The Foothills District Fall Camporee falls on the weekend of September 14-16 this 
year, and this would have left us with back-to-back outings in September.  Camporee is a chance 
to gather with Scouts from all over the Southeast King County area, with activities, 
demonstrations, skills training, and competition.  Our commitment to Camporee also means that 
we’ll help out with site cleanup on the one of the weekends preceding the event.  Accordingly, 
we’ve cancelled the Lena Lake hike in favor of the Camporee weekend. 
 
Coming up; chapter 2 of the newsletter, including a look at PJ ’07, summer camp, and 
other activities.  Stay tuned! 
 
The August Troop Committee Meeting and Assistant Scoutmasters’ Meeting will be held 
on 8/16/07.  Thanks to Mr. Gering for the Court of Honor photos, and feel free to send any 
contributions that should be shared in the newsletter to ronishi@msn.com.  Thanks for 
doing your part to make Scouting such a great experience! 
 
Troop 401 Calendar for 2007  
 
August 2007 17-19 Cape Alava 
September 2007 (revised) 14-16 Foothills District Fall Camporee 
October 2007 6-7 Planning Session (location to be determined) 
 


